Vita -- Daina Taimina 

Born: August 19, 1954, Riga, Latvia.
Current Position: Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Mathematics, Cornell University 

Formal Education: 

· Masters Degree with highest honors, Faculty of Physics and Mathematics, University of Latvia, 1977 

· Candidate of mathematical and physical sciences (PhD in the West), Institute of Mathematics, the Academy of Sciences of Belorussia, thesis: "Behavior of Different Types of Automata and Turing Machines on Infinite Words", 1990; advisor Rusins-Martins Freivalds 

· Dr. math., University of Latvia, 1992 

· Diploma, European Union Teacher Educator program TEMPUS, 1995-1997 

Professional Positions: 
· Mathematics teacher: Riga, Latvia, 1976-1981, 1991-1992 

· Lecturer and workshop leader: Teachers Training Institute in Riga, Latvia, 1985-1995 

· Lecturer, senior lecturer, docent: Department of Physics and Mathematics, University of Latvia, 1977-2000. 

· Editor in publishing houses "Zvaigzne" and "Macibu gramata", Riga, Latvia, 1992-1996. 

· Senior Research Associate and Visiting Associate Professor: Cornell University, 1997-2006.

· Lecturer, middle-grade mathematics masters degree program, The George Washington University, Washington, DC, summer semester 2006. 

· Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Mathematics, Cornell University, 2007 to date 

· Currently also hold the title Docent of Mathematics, University of Latvia.
Professional memberships:  
Latvian Mathematics Society, German Society for Didactics of Mathematics, European Women in Mathematics, International Commission on Mathematical Instruction, Mathematical Association of America, SIGMAA on History of Mathematics, American Craft Council 

Courses taught: 
University of Latvia:
 Undergraduate courses: Analytic Geometry; Calculus; Algebra; Higher Mathematics (for biologists and for liberal arts students); History of Mathematics. 
Graduate courses; Modern Elementary Geometry; Affine, Projective and Combinatorial Geometry; Psychology of Mathematical Thinking. 
Cornell University: 
History of Mathematics (Math 403), Mathematical Explorations (Math 103), Euclidean and Spherical Geometry (Math 451), Calculus (Math 106, 111, 112, 121, 192)
Grants

1980-1982:   supported by a grant from The Kurchatov Institute of Nuclear Physics, Academy of Sciences, USSR.
1995:   Soros Foundation travel grant to participate in ICMI Study, Italy. 

2001: part of National Science Foundation grant to MAA for "Professional Enhancement Programs" to support "Teaching Undergraduate Geometry" workshop, June 2001, $23,000. 

2002-2004: senior personal on National Science Foundation NSDL Grant to support the on-line interactive display of historical kinematic mechanism collection and to prepare associated mathematical, historical, and educational materials for use in schools and universities, $725,088
2004- Feb 2006:   senior personal on Institute for Museum and Library Sciences grant to support “A Digital Library of Printable Machines: Models for Collection Building and Educational Outreach”, $499,710.
2005-2006: PI on The Institute For Figuring (Los Angeles, CA) grant to support a project “Visualization of the Hyperbolic Plane Through Crochet”, $10,000
2007-2010: on advisory board for NSF grant "Geometry Playground: An Immersive Learning Laboratory" (Exploratorium, San Francisco, CA)

